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fWisconsin was the Tiret Etate to establish » legislative

@ws made

*In 1901--1 was at that fime govermor of the Slate-we
iportant ineti-

the beginning of that which has now grown ¢ be an 1% 1net
Yufion in Wisponain, We felt at the outdet the necewsity of inves~
Sigation befors legislating along meny new lines which had heén pro-
Jeotod as & part of our leglelative progrem, snd $o that end we

established a leglslative Pefersnce library,

o Mhr. Cherdes HoCarthy wes put ab the head of the iibrary

- and while 1t started in a modest way and with & veéry emsll sppro-
‘priation it bullt up very rapidly In faver and in efficiency until
a% %the present time 1% hus become quite indiepensable.¥

 (Btatement in spesoh January &, 1916, as veported in the Wiseonsin
State Journal, Jamuary 9, 1916.) | Ebaas

e Phillpp starbted oul Yo abelish the legiglative reference
library, but he falled bscause some things are too good to be abol-
~Ashed, especially when those thinge gather current iuformation from

3 gountry on earth so the members of the Wisconsin legislature

. fa@ﬁgimﬁaliigahﬁlyg The legislative library was largely insbtvus-
mental in decuring for Wisconsin in the last fen years, the best

‘body of lawe o be found anywhers in the country today.?

e, labe member British Cabinet; Minister of Great

R, Hom. James , v I X | ar of Ore
-- sed Btates; author American Oommenweslth, Modern

A%aln to the |
Demoorasies, eto. &
(Testimony in hearing befors the Qomaiftes on the Library, Ue S.
House of Representatives on Bill H.R. 18720 for a Congressional Ref
‘erence Buresu, Februsry 26, 1912.) y

g *As observed by Mr. Nelson, such s burean a8 ig now contem-
platsd has been esiablished in several states. 1 had opportunity
“gome years ago of observing ite worklngs in Wiseonsin, and the fes-
,_gimﬁny§§f=%“ﬁgaﬂa whom I saw in Wisconsln appeared to be unanimously

favorable.® - _

'gh&ﬁlﬁa:ﬁg Vﬁ$¢§i§$;1?f$$iﬂ§ﬁ§, Eni@@?éiﬁy of Wisconain, 1903-1920.

5€§avs$r-en&arsi,u.ﬁhgfgﬁaﬁﬁsaifﬁa establish a Federal Legislative
Beference and Bill Drafting Bureau, published in Ssnate Report No.
(1271, 624 Uongress, 3d Session.) ;

oo BALL who Enow the situation in Widoonsin before we had &

. leglelative pefepence library and sinee that fime sappreciate the
superiority of the present condifion. While the ideas of members
‘are sbrictly garried out, the bills are fremed in such form §hay

they are not likely 6 be overturned by the courts bedause of lagk

T eonsiderafion of other laws and decilsions,?
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e
=_ﬁ@a* Emdl Baensch, Lisutenant Governer af disconsin.
w@m address to the Wisconsin senaﬁa, dune 15, 1917.)

| ﬁ?hﬁ refevence library was one of the grestest improvementp
thaﬁ the Iagiala%ara has 33@&?1@%@&&; It s n@t only coivenlent
B&% i% ia hﬁlpful.

'T}E., megy Jo F aar: Aggenblyman 1903-1908; State denator 1905-190
§$§r®!ar§'$i.€ﬂa,a ’ﬁt?-l@lﬁgﬁgamﬁgr-@fgcgngyaﬁﬁ 1%&3»1935.? 13071

{From speech in ¥, 8. House of E@grasentativaa §anuar ipen,

urging a 1argar'apprepriatian Tor the ?Eﬁﬁ?ﬁl &egi&i&% af&?anae

Buresay, )

o Wyje have an able baraau ﬁhﬁre giﬁ ﬁiﬂa&nﬁin}, w&li a@niggeﬁ
and invaluable 5o the State.” , .

wan wag—we% sma Benator 193.3—1925
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ﬁﬁuring ny 1&;&&1&#1&@ axpawiaﬁa@, a@varing a period of
aam@ 14 yeers, I have found the legislative referenve iibrayy of
- “igoonsin of Ansetimeble valueé. Had D, Charles MoCarthy done nothe
-8 8lse during his long and eventful ecaveer, thise ai&%a waal& g&va
him an &mpﬁrﬁanﬁ gla¢& in the histary of ﬁiﬁéﬁnﬁiﬁ* SR _

mlwwk:‘w _ﬁéﬁ:’s’i 61
(E&iﬁaﬁi&l Féﬁ@u&ry &5, 1922.)

e 1&@151&%&?& rafayanﬁa 1ihrary is mas% hﬁl@fmi a5 . .

;ton, and & ; ‘where legislabors can zo fo have

1E:$$&@amﬁ it ﬂﬁrbﬁﬁﬁ af markﬁﬁ value, not only
: bu Por example, the

a»dﬁﬁiing With some -

i other states and

oy is enbtirely new in

ggm-ﬁk& library 15 \
-] ﬁﬁmﬁw T

o ﬁ?éaailaﬁ ﬁark af éwawing a hill is no aimpl@ mat%&r, Xt
is particularly complex and Alfficulf vhen the messuve denls with
existing stabubtes and sedilons thersof; sometluvs répesling mn@h o
that ig old and ereating much that is nﬁvw g ig,nﬁ peflectl 3=
oh the ihvelligence of the average lawmale: Bay =
ance in thig 4! ione ‘The reference library 5@@?@& a.?erg wgeful
uurpaaa Ehﬁﬁ iﬁ gives thise aas&ﬁtaﬁ@§¢ C } | SRS

gaafae of 1&&@;
-_bi&lg arawna

may'aaamﬁa@g&iaaﬁia hﬁraﬁ'.ﬂ_ :
ﬁhis Q@ﬁﬁ% ' iﬁ may hava baa ﬁ




- {aéitaﬁial guzy gé 1@15 3
o #Phgre 18 no nesd Yo @sﬁaﬁl&@ﬁ once wore ﬁh& uesfulness
snd value of the leglslative reference Iibrary. Tis work has won
‘the repeajed commendation of eminent legal suthority and f=
proval of the courts for Bhe way in Wl en it has lmproved he stnt-
wkes of the shabe, slarifying the lan age and guarding them dgainsd
unintended provisions, The work of this depaviment has Won teati~
worilals from sueh well Enown congery i leaders as ez~President
Puft and ex-Senator Hool, who have upged & #lnilar 1&%@&?& aﬁ& &il
drafiing buv&aa,far the maﬁianal songresss

Hig aaasi %o be unﬁe&sﬁaa& ﬁl@arly that the atbtack en the
paference libpary is sn attack on information. Men and infereste
with axes Yo grind, measures of their own o pulb through find it inw
gonvenlent an ﬁ@@uhlaaama to have sn effleisnt departnent ready %o

thvew light on gubjecis of ls, %iﬁlaﬁiva gonsiderations. Thy paforencs
1ibpary makes maugh giledding for jokera and for meapures intended to
accomplish more than is 1n&1¢aﬁaﬁ on thely fase, The yefsrence 1i-
‘brayy sheds tight and light i8 a vayy'uﬁhﬁalﬁhmul thing Tor gaﬁ%&in
Einds of l@gial&%iva mﬁ&guraaoﬁ

:ﬁh&a_:@_fribunen
| iditorial May 7, 1915.)
H@ﬂ% af the very good znd valaahl@ af ﬁisa&n&i&*srﬁaw iﬁaag

48 the legislative rererence bureau--an instiBubi st
firat, saaanﬁ and Tigal ald to the lawmakers of the aﬁaﬁa. .
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ﬁ&nathﬁr gervice af %he bugesu ia fauna in the infarm&ﬁiaa
A% prompily supplies %o l@gia&amarg and the execubive. Information
“about the schks of other stabes, about eial veporis; aboul atand-
ard books, princlples, secepted doutrines, cp#rimenta gﬁﬁfﬁ@?élw
b1es in soeial and egonemic @raaﬁiﬁ g - 1shed ¥ it
Aslay upon the yeguen
_:_mlégialatiﬁn,-fﬁ”?
- legielaturs, former gritics of the bure "@E&l&?& frankly tknt thﬁ?
- owould hﬁ?ﬁiy know how to get along Wiﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁiﬁa
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